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Getting to Know Jesus – The Gospel of Mark 
Mark 13:1-37 
“Jesus: The Master of the House” – March 26, 2017	 
 
Introduction  
 
It’s the middle of Passion Week, and Jesus steadily makes His way to Golgotha where He will 
give His life as a ransom. Though He knows His own death lays before Him (Mk. 9:31), we see 
Jesus’ heart in His loving concern to prepare His followers for the difficult days ahead. 
Chapter 13 is not about timelines and end time charts, but discipleship: how to follow Jesus in 
a world opposed to Him. To encourage and prepare us, Jesus describes the various ‘birth 
pains’ (13:8) the church will experience so we’re not caught off guard. One major birth pain 
will be the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. (which Jesus describes in 13:2, 13:14-19, and 
13:28-31). All the other birth pains (as in 13:5-13, and 13:20-23: wars, famine, persecution, 
earthquakes, etc.) are things the church will experience between Jesus’ ascension and his 
second coming. Knowing these things equips us to live faithfully in the present. 

 
Pray 
 
Before you begin, take some time to ask God to help you understand His word, to reveal 
what needs to change in you, and for the grace to follow Him in response.  
 
Sermon Outline  
 
How does Jesus encourage us to live amidst the difficulties of a world opposed to Him? 
 
I. Be on Guard (13:1-23) 
II. Be Hopeful (13:24-27) 
III. Be Confident (13:28-31) 
IV. Be Ready (13:32-37) 

 
Read & Discuss 
 
1) Read Mark 13:1-23 

 
The disciples wanted to know when the temple would be destroyed and what the sign of 
the end of the age would be. A desire to know the future or look for signs can point to a 
desire to be in control rather than trust God. What does this temptation look like in your 
own life? Instead of trusting our knowledge of the future, Jesus calls us to trust the God 
who controls the future. As a church family, how can we help each other follow Jesus in 
difficult times? Who is one person you could reach out to today to encourage by 
checking in, sharing God’s word and praying with? 
 
Additional reading: Proverbs 3:5, Hebrews 4:15-16, Daniel 9:26-27 

 
*If you’d like to check out what the temple would’ve looked like in Jesus’ day, go here: 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2010/07/13/what-did-the-temple-look-like-in-jesus-time/  
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2) Read Mark 13:24-27 

 
Here, Jesus encourages His followers by pointing them to the future: the day when He 
returns. Jesus’ second coming marks the end of the ‘Last Days’ (the days we live in – 
Hebrews 1:2) and the Last Day, the Day of Judgment. How does this truth encourage 
hope for those facing suffering and injustice? How does this truth encourage us to turn 
from sin and strive for holiness? On Sunday, we sang, “Where Shall I be?” Consider 
reflecting on the lyrics of the song and turning it into a prayer of thanks and hope. 

 
Additional reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Philippians 1:9-11  

 
3) Read Mark 13:28-31 

 
Jesus said, ‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away’ (Mark 
13:31). What are you tempted to trust in, that is passing away?  If the temple is gone, how 
can God’s people approach a holy God today? What are ways you can grow in the 
confidence that comes from knowing and resting in God’s Word? 
 
Additional reading: Psalm 19, Ephesians 3:12 

 
4) Read Mark 13:32-37 

 
The parable of the doorkeeper clarifies Jesus’ instruction about His return. We know He’s 
coming back, we don’t know when, and we must be awake! After considering Jesus’ 
parable, what does it mean to be awake? How does believing in the reality of heaven, 
hell, and Jesus’ return embolden us to share the gospel with friends and family?  
 
Additional Reading: 1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess. 5:6; 1 Pet. 5:8 

 
Prayer of Response  
 
Spend time praying together in response to God’s word for His help and greater faith to 
follow Him in the week to come.  
 
If you missed the sermon on Sunday or would like to listen again, visit our website at 
http://firstbaptistum.com/media.php?pageID=6  


